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Introduction 
In the Fall of 1.972, Charles ton Community Unit #1 
, 
began a study which eventually led to a new pupil progres s 
reporting sys tem for the district for students in grades one 
through six. 
A special sub-committee headed by June Bouknight, Carl 
Sandburg and Lerna s chools principal , and consisting of 
teacher repres entatives from ea�h elementary school in the 
district, began an extensive study of many types of re­
porting systems. As a representative of Mark Twain E l emen­
tary school, I was ·a member Of this initial ·committee. As' 
a part of the work of the committee another member and my-. 
self at�ended a National Conference on Grading in November 
I 
of 1972. 
The committee conducted two surveys among the elemen­
tary teachers of the district to determine teacher attitudes 
toward pupil progress reports. (See Appendix A and Appendix 
B.) Th$ results of these surveys indicated a desire for a 
different kind of system from that currently used. (See 
. Appendix C.) As a result of extensive study, the committee 
prepared a check list type of reporting system using three 
different check lists, one for Grade one, another for Grades 
two, three and four, and a third for Grades five and six. 
(See Appendix D.) These check lists were submitted to the 
Elementary Curriculum Council with the recommendation that 
,. 
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they be used four times during the· school year and that 
parent conferences be held in conJunction with the issuance 
of the'F�ll report and the Spring report. The Elementary 
Curriculum Council did not accept or reject the report but 
decided to make another study and conduct another investi­
gation. They eventually chose a different type of check 
list report (See Appendix·E.) and recommended ·to the Board 
of Education that it be adopted for the school year 1973-74. 
Parents were informed of the adoption of the new 
reporting system in the Spring of 1973. At Mark Twain the 
Assistant Superintendent in charge Of curriculum discusse� 
the new form at the April Parent-Teachers Association 
meeting. A handbook (See Appendix F) 'tfclS sent to each 
family in the Fall of 1973.  This handbook gave an explana-
ti.on of the new reporting system. There had been no attempt 
to involve parents in the formulation of the reporting 
system by either committee. 
Te�ers were contacted by both committees, as �as 
. mentioned earlier, and teachers served on both committees 
and assisted with the formulation of the new reporting 
system. Orientation of.the teachers to the use of the new 
system was through the distribution of the Handbook. In 
:addition each teacher was asked to place on file with the 
principal of his building a statement of his philosophy of 
grading. 
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This study was undertaken to determine parent, teacher 
and student reactions to the new reporting system. Ques­
tionnaires were sent home with the Fall report and again 
with the Spring report for the parents . Mr. Donald Schaefer , 
principal at Mark Twain, and the Mark Twain teachers assisted 
with the distribution and co llection of the parent ques­
tionnaires. The teachers took time from their classroom 
work to have the students in grades two, three and four fill 
in the student questionnaire. One teacher did not feel that 
she wanted the parent questionnaire sent home with her re­
ports and these reports were mailed with self-addressed, 
stamped envelopes for their return. Response to the ques­
tionnaires sent home with the reports was almost 100 per cent 
and to those mailed about 60 per cent. 
Descriptions of the Questionnaires 
Parent Questionnaire (See Appendix G) 
The form of the questionnaire sent to the parents 
consisted of seven questions. Five were to determine ·the 
parent attitudes toward the new pupil progress reporting 
system and the old system which utilized a letter grade 
approach and to determine if there was a preference,for an 
. alternative system. One question was for the purpose of· 
evaluating attitudes toward the teacher comments written on 
the report and the final question concerned parent attitudes 
toward parent-teacher conferences. 
Student Ques tionnaire (See Appendix H) 
The student form of the ques tionnaire consis ted of 
, 
four parts . The first two ques tions concerned attitudes 
toward the new reporting s ys tem and the one fo·rmerly us ed • .  
The third ques tion was to determine if the s tudents would 
like to be a part of the parent-teacher conference. The 
final part of the form called for a narrative statement on 
the part of the s tudents concerning grades .  The student 
questionnaire was adminis tered in grades two, three and four 
as it was decided that the firs t grade s tudents would have 
difficulty unders tanding it since they had had no previous: 
experience with this type of. reporting system. (Kinder­
garten students did not receive the letter grade report us ed 
by the oltber grades .) The s econd grade teacher felt that 
her students would be unabl e  to ans wer the narrative state-
ment and omitted this part of the ques tionnaire in her class. 
'l'eacher Questionnaire (See Appendix I) 
'l'he teacher ques tionnaire followed ess entially the 
same pattern as the parent questionnaire. Ques tions one, 
four, six and seven concerned attitudes toward the new re-
porting system as compared to the .one previously used and 
. ·concerning a preference for another type of reporting system. 
Questions two and three concerned teacher attitudes about 
parent conferences. Question five was concerned with teacher 
. COll\lllents on the pupil progress report and their merit. 
5 
Administration of the Questionna:lre 
The ques tionnaire was given to parents , teachers and 
s tudents in November, 1973, fo l l owing the i s suance of the 
fir s t  pupil pro g res s repo r t  o f  the new type. The question­
nai re was given ag ain to parents and te ach ers in March, 1974, 
fo l lowing the is s uance of pupil progres s reports for the 
third time. Te achers of grades two , thre e  and four ad.min-
istered the s tudent ques tionnaire in thei r  c l as srooms . The 
parent ques tionnaire was s ent home with the pupil progres s 
/ 
repo rts of s tudents in grades two, three and four. The 
ques tionnaire was mail ed to p arents of firs t grad e  s tudents 
wi th a sel f-address ed, s tamped envelope and a cover letter 
by the autho r. T e achers were g iven the ir ques tionnaires at 
the s anie times as par ents and s tud ents .  
· A to tal of 125 ques t io nnaires was · d i s tributed to 
parents , five to teachers and 106 to s tudents. Te acher and 
student returns were 100%. P arent re turns were 89.2%. 
Analys i s  o f  No vember Data - Parent Questionnai re 
Ques tion 1: I found thi s  repo rt to be easy to und e r s tand,. 
understandable, diffi cu l t  tu understand. 
Of the 108 questionna.:l res re turned, 77 p arents o r  
'11.2% s tated that thi s  report was easy t o  unders tand; .24 
p arents ,o r.22.2% check ed that it was understandable; five 
parents or 4.6% checked that it was difficult to unders tand, 
and 2 p arents or 1.8% o f  those returning the questionhaire 
did no t respond to thi s  question. 
Table.1 
Raw Scores November Responses 
1. I found this report 
easy to 
understand 
understandable difficult to 
understand ·. 
no response 
. 77 24 5 
2. I prefer this report to the one pr�viously used 
Yes 
55 
No 
33 
• I 
No Response 
1.8 
3. I would like a letter grade.report 
·Yes No 
SS 
No Response 
22 
2· . 
4. I would prefer another type. of pupil progress.report 
Yes 
15 
No 
55 
No Response 
38 
s. If the answer ·to Question 4 is yes, what type of. report 
would you pref er? 
12 responses 
6. I found the teacher's comments on the report 
very helpful somewhat 
helpful 
of little 
value 
no response 
67 2s- 6 7 
7. I find conferences with the teacher helpful in under­
standing my child's progress. 
usually 
88 
Sometimes 
1.1. 
Never 
1. 
Parent Questionnaire 
No Response 
8 
Ta.Qle 2 · 
Percentage Scores November Responses 
1. I found this report 
easy to 
understand 
71.2 
understandable 
22.2 
difficult to 
understand 
4.6 
no response· 
1.s. 
2. I prefer this report to the one previously used 
Yes 
50.9 
No 
30.5 
No Response 
16.6 
3. I would like a letter grade report 
Yes 
26.9 
No 
50.9 
No Response 
22.3 
4. I would prefer another type of pupil progress report 
Yes 
13.8 
No 
50.9 
No Response 
35.2 
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s. If the answer to Question 4 is yes, what type of report 
would .you prefer? 
6. 
Responses 
11.1 
I found the teacher•s comments on the report 
very helpful 
62.0 
somewhat 
he1pful 
25.9 
of litt1e 
va1ue 
5.5 
no response 
6.5 
·1. I find conferences w�th the teacher helpful in under­
standing my child1s progress. 
Usually 
s1.5 
Sometimes 
10.2 
Never 
.9 
Parent Questionnaire 
No Response 
7.4 
' 
·" 
�I 
' J 
Question 2i I prefer this report to the one previously 
used. 
:l:n November, 55 of the parents responding to the 
questionnaire, or 50.9%, preferred this, report; 33, �r 
8 
30.5%, did not prefer the new report, and 1e, or 16.6%, did 
not respond to this question. These figures would be' changed 
somewhat if one were to include the total number of parents 
of students at Mark Twain for if the 13 parents who did not 
return the questionnaire were added to the 18.who did and 
.made no response to this question, the percentage of no 
responses would then be 25%. Similarly, the 50.9% of thos� 
preferring the new system would be changed to 45.5% of the 
total number of parents 0£ children at Mark Twain. This 
would th� be slightly less than a majority. For the pur,.... 
poses of .this study we will say that about one-half of the 
parents felt in the November survey that the new report was 
preferable to the old letter grade system. 
Question 3: I would like a letter grade report. 
This question served as a· partial check on question 2 
'and carried approximately the same results with 29 parents, 
.or 26.9%, stating a preference for the letter grade report 
and 55 parents, or 50;.9%, .preferring not to have a letter 
grade report. To this question 22 parents Who returned the 
questionnaire gave no response so that there were no responses 
·from a.total of 35 parents. 
Question 4: I would prefer another type of pupil progress 
report. 
!'ifteen parents, or 13.8%, of those returning the 
questionnaire checked that they woul� prefer another type 
9 
of pupil progress report ; SS parents , or S0.9%, checked that 
they would not prefer another type, and 38· parents, or 
35.2%, gave no response. It is observable that the 50.9% 
remained a consistent figure for the three related ques­
tions, 2, 3, and 4• 
Question 5: If the answer to Question 4 was yes, what type 
of pupil progress report would you prefer? 
. ,·' 
Twelve parents who said that they would prefer another 
type of pupil progress report responded ·to this question. 
Seven )>arents stated that they liked the new report but 
wanted a letter grade too so that they would know where their 
children stood in relation to the rest of the class. One 
parent stated a desire to know how his child performed 
relative to the normal levels attained by his age gro�p • 
. .Another parent commented that th,e report told only what·· his 
child was doing by himself and did not help in measuring the 
child with his classmates and in ranking him in his class • . 
A comment by another parent carried a similar theme that 
she understood the need to report the child's personal 
progress but that she needed to know "exactly how well he is 
achieving grade level work in preparation for his next 
grade," and stated that the report was definitely not 
" 
�I 
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.. · 
"thorough enough." 
One parent found the report "too broad to be of much 
value." He stated that he could not tell i,f his child was 
just adequate or doing well. He stated a desire to know 
just how satisfactory his child was. 
Another parentt in a lengthy statement, felt that 
the report was not informative enough and that it did not 
tell him how well his child was doing in relation to his 
potential. He felt the report to be of. little informative 
value without a lengthy parent-teacher conference and ques­
tioned whether this was a valid use of teacher time. His 
feeling was that the teacher's time could be better spent 
in preparation of class lessons. 
I 
Four parents whose children had attended Carl Sandburg 
school (another Charleston public school for grades Kinder­
garten through fourth) during the 1972-73 school year stated 
a preference for the type of reporting system used by that 
school last year . This was a list of learning objectives 
for each grade level in each subject area. The teacher 
checked those things which the child had achieved and com­
mented on the child's progress in areas where he was still 
working to attain mastery of skills. These parents all com­
mented that the new report being used at Mark Twain seemed 
to them not unlike a letter grade card and felt that it was 
too broad and that it did not give enough specific informa.­
t:f.on concerning their children and their deve1.opment. 
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The importance of the parent-teacher conference as 
a means of communicating pupi� progress was considered more 
important than any other type of reporting done by teachers 
to parents by five of the parents who pref erred another type 
of pupil progress report. 
One parent who stated that he preferred another· type 
of pupil progress report was not concerned about what was 
in the report. Hi� concern was with the size of the new 
report. He felt it was too bulky and unnecessarily large 
and felt a smaller type of report was much to be preferred. 
Question 6: I found the teacher's comments on the report 
very helpful, somewhat helpful, of little value. 
67 parents responding to this question, or 62.0%. 
found :the teacher's comments on the report to be very helpful 
to them in understanding the pupil progress report and their 
children's progress; 28 parents, or 25.9%, found the comments 
somewhat helpful; six parents, or 5.5%, checked that they 
found the teacher's comments to be of little value in helping 
them understand the progress of their children; seven parents, 
or 6.5%, of those returning the questionnaire did not respond 
to this item. Six parents wrote in the comment that the 
teacher had not made any written comments on the report 
that they received. 
Question 7: I find conferences with the teacher helpful in 
understanding my child's progress - :;usually, sometimes, 
never. 
12 
88 parents, or 81.5%, of those returning the ques-
tionnaire found parent-teacher conferences to be of help in 
unders tanding their children's school progress. 11, or 
10.2%, checked that they sometimes found the conference 
helpful. Only one parent checked that he never found the 
conference to be of help in understanding his child's school 
progress . Eight parents, or 7 .4%, .did not respond to this 
item. 
Parents were in greater agreement on this item in 
.November than on any other part of the questionnaire. 
Totalling those who usually found the con�erences helpful 
and those who sometimes found the conferences helpful, we 
have a total 0£' 91.7% of the parents returning the ques-
i tionnaire who found parent-teacher conferences to be of value. 
One parent questioned the use of teacher time in parent-
. 
teacher conferences and expressed the belief that the 
teacher's time could be better spent on class preparation. 
He also stated that he felt the new pupil progress report 
could not be understood by parents without a lengthy parent-
teacher conference. 
�I 
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Table 3 
Raw Scores November Responses 
1. I prefer the n,ew system to the one previously used with 
letter grades A,B,c,o, and F. 
yes. 
4 
no 
0 
no response 
1 
2. I would like to have conferences with 
all parents 
! .5 
some parents 
0 
no parents 
0 
3. I would like to have the child take part in the 
conference with the parents 
all of the conference 
0 
4. I found the new report 
. .  
easy to fill 
out 
0 
some of it 
4 
moderately 
difficult 
3 
none of it 
1 
very difficult 
2 
5. I feel the teacher comments contribute to parent 
understanding of pupil progress. 
yes no no response 
4 1. 
6. I pref er 
, 
the new report the A,B,C,D,F, other no response 
report 
3 1. 1 
:Teacher Questionnaire 
14 
Table 4 
Percentage Scores Nov�er Responses 
1. I prefer the new system to the 9ne previously used with 
letter grades A,B,c,o, and F. 
yes 
80.0 
no 
0 
no respons e 
20.0 
2. I would like to have conferences with 
3. 
4. 
.,all parents ) 100% 
I would like to 
conference with 
all of the 
conference 
0 
I found 
ei3-Sy to 
f/ill out 
0 
the new 
some parents 
0 
have the child take 
the parents 
some of the 
conference 
80.0% 
report 
moderately 
di.fficult 
60.0% 
no parents 
0 
part in the 
none of the 
conference 
20.0% 
very 
difficult 
40.0% 
5. I feel the teacher comments contribute to parent 
understanding of pupil progress 
yes 
80.0% 
6. I prefer 
no 
0 
no res pons e 
20.0% 
_...,, ____________________________________________________________ _ 
the new report 
60.0% 
the A,B,c,o,F 
report · 
20.0% 
Teacher Questionnaire 
other no response 
0 20.0% 
" ' � . : 
15 
Analysis of November Data· - Teacher Questionnaire 
Question 11 I prefer the new sys �em to the one previously 
used with letter grades A,B,C,D and F. 
Four of the Mark Twain teachers, or 80.0% of the 
teachers, felt that they preferred the new pupil progress 
reporting system in November. One teacher did not respond 
but put a question mark indicating that she had not reached 
] 
a decis ion at this time. 
Question 2i I would like to have conferences with all 
parents , some parents , no parents. 
All of the teachers responded to this question by 
: 
checking that they would like to have confereces with all 
parents . On this item' they concurred with parents· in the 
belie� that the parent-teacher conference contributed to the 
understanding of the progress the child was making. 
Question 3i I would like to have the child take part in all 
of the conference, some of the conferenc�, ;none of the 
conference. 
Four teachers , or 80.0%, felt that it would be de­
'sirable for the child to take part in s ome of the parent-
teacher -conference. One teacher, or 20.0%1 checked that 
the child should not take part in any of the parent-teacher 
conference. 
Question 4: I found the new report easy to fill out, 
moderately difficult, v�ry difficult. 
16 
In November, the Mark Twain teachers were in agree­
ment that the new reporting system was not easy to fill out. 
Three teachers, or 60.0%, checked that it was moderately 
difficult to fill out and 2 teachers , or 40.0%, felt that it 
was very difficult. None of the teachers felt that the new 
report was an easy one to mark. 
Question S a  I feel the teacher comments contribute to 
! 
pa.tent understanding of pupil progress. 
Four of the teachers t or 80.0%t felt that the written 
comments ·on the report contributed to the parents' under-
standing of their children's progress. One teacher responded 
to this item with a question mark indicating that she was 
not certain of the worthwhileness of teacher comments on 
report cards. 
. 
Question 6a I prefer the new report, the A,B,C,D,F reportt 
other. 
In November, three teachers, or 60.0%, of the Mark ' 
Twain staff preferred the new report to any other type. 
One teacher, or 20.0%, preferred the old reporting system 
and one teacher was not sure. She stated on her question-
naire that she felt it was difficult to make any change and 
that she could not evaluate until the new s ys tem had been 
in use for a longer period of time. 
Analysis of November Data - Pupil Questionnaire 
Question 11 I like the new report card. 
This question was answered by '100 second, third and 
fourth graders. 67 students, or 67.0%, checked that they 
, 
did like the new pupil progress report after their first 
experience with it in _November. 35 students, or 35.0%, 
did not like the new reporting system. 
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Question 2: I liked the old report card with A,B,c,n· and F 
better. 
47 students, or 47.0%, of the second, third and fourth 
graders preferred the previously used reporting system. 49 
students, o r  49.0%, did not prefer the old system and 4 
students, or 4.0%, did not respond to this item. It was 
noted that 20 students who checked that they like the new 
reporting system checked also that they preferred the old 
A,B,c, D and F report card. 
Question 3: When my teacher has a conference with my mother 
or dad, I would like to come too. 
A large majority of the students wanted to be a part 
of the parent-teacher conference. 69 students, or 69!0%, 
checked yes, and 6 students, or 6.0%,.checked sometimes, 
making a total of 75.0% of the students who wanted a part in 
the parent-teacher conference. It should be noted that at 
the present time the student is not included in any part of 
the parent-teacher conference. 
Question 4: Tell what you think about report cards. 
72 students in grades three and four were asked to 
respond to this item. While it is difficu1t·to analyze 
�I 
Table 5 
Raw Scores November Responses 
1.. J: like the new report card. 
Yes 
67 
No 
33 
2. J: liked the old report card with A,B,C,D and F better. 
Yes 
47 
No 
49 
No Response 
4 
18 
s3. When my teacher has a conference with my mother or dad, 
J: would like to come too. · 
Yes 
69 
No 
25 
Sometimes 
6 
Student Questionnaire 
Table 6 
Percentage Scores November Responses 
1.. J: like the new report card. 
Yes 
67.0% 
No 
33.0% 
2. J: liked the old report card with A,B,C,D and .. F better. 
Yes 
47.0% 
No 
49.0% 
No Response 
4.0% 
3. When my teacher has a conference with my mother or d ad, 
J: would like to come too. 
Yes 
69.0% 
No 
25.0% 
Sometimes 
6.0% 
Student Questionnaire 
19 
these narrative statements, some of them are included here 
because they seemed to represent the thinking of third and 
fourth' graders at Mark Twain concerning the grading process. 
Comments by students who liked the new reportiz:ig 
system: 
"I like the report cards especially the new one. 
Because you get a surprise when you open it. I don't mean 
a toy, I mean in grades." 
"I like the new report card better. Because the 
.teacher can write something on it every time I get it. 
That tells what the teacher is saying about you and your 
report card. I also like the way they grade it, that is 
why I like the new report card." 
/ 
"I like the new report card because it's more grownup. 
When I get report cards like that, I feel grown�up. I like 
it also because it has a lot to read. I also like the 
yellow folder." 
"Report cards are good for parents. I" think.I like 
the new one better. But I like the old one some but not 
much. Report cards are really for parents. Most children 
like to look at their report cards. · Rep ort cards tell 
parents how you are-doing. Children don't need to know." 
":t:like the new report card because it's new and dif­
ferent. I don't like it because it's sort of hard to under-
· stand if you don't. know about it.. The old report card, I 
liked because there was more tl).an three grades and also you · 
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could tell if you were doing o.k . , · great or average or do ing 
sort Qf bad ,  but , real ly, I like both of them . "  
h I  think it is harder to understand but I s till like 
it b etter . I think it is fun to read good no tes and bad 
notes about yours elf . I think it is better becaus e it ' s 
bigger and when it is bigger , it ' s  better . "  
"I l ik e  th e  new r eport card becaus e  you can keep it 
right when you get it and can ' t  compare with other kids . "  
"I l ike the new report card . It ' s  easy to unders tand . "  
" I  like the new report card becaus e my family and I 
can read it. This is my firs t year at Mark Twain s o  I did 
not have the old report card . "  
"I like th e  new report card better becaus e it is 
eas ier to read . And the old report card is for little kids . 
That ' s why I like the new report card . " 
"I like it better than th e  old report card . I can s ee 
what I am doing wrong . "  
"I think that the new report cards are better becaus e 
. they tel l more about how you ' re do ing on your work. They 
also have a s heet I can k eep and the teacher can k eep. And 
they are very neat and clean. When you want to you can .s ee 
which of the four are b etter." 
The s tudents who gave reas ons for liking the new 
report s tated that they could unders tand it b etter . However , 
the s tudents who did no t like it s imilarly s tated that they 
did not like it becaus e they could not unders tand it as s een 
�I 
in some of the comments below. 
"Wel l ,  I think the o ld one is better becaus e it is 
eas ier' to unders tand . "  
" The reas on I don ' t l ike the new repo rt card is be-
caus e I can ' t  unders tand i t .  I l ike th e  o ld repo rt card 
becaus e I could unders tand it . I hope s omeday we cari switch 
back to the old repo rt cards . "  
" I  think report cards are good . I l ike the old repo rt 
cards better . Becaus e if you get a "B" o r  "C" you know what 
to work harder on . "  
"I do no t like the new report cards . It is hard to 
read .r But I do like ·the old report cards . I can read them. " 
" I  don ' t  like the new report cards becaus e they get 
you confus ed . I like the o ld report cards better becaus e 
tl'iey don ' t  get you confus ed with A , B , c , n ,  and F .  I don ' t  
like conferences . "  
"I like A , B , C , D , F  � �becaus e I don ' t really unders tand 
the new one . In the o ld one you did wel l o r  you h.avel'_l ' t 
been wo rking hard enough . "  
" I  don ' t like it becaus e I don ' t l ike all the checks 
and it is hard to unders tand . "  
" I  liked the A , B , c , n  and F .  I can tell what my grade . 
is better . I can unders tand the o ld repo rt cards better . "  
"I· don ' t  like the new report card becauseJ I or my 
mom can ' t  unders tand i t ,  you can ' t tel l  the grades , ·it is 
not like ge�ting a report card .  I think if that ' s all I ' m  
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going to get, I ' d  rather have money . Al l you get is a piece 
of paper with checks on it. You d_on ' t know if you ' re an A 
s tudent or a C student . "  
"I think it is pretty · diffictilt to understand and 
the old A , B , C , D  and F report card is easy to unders tand . '" 
"I like the old way better because they tell you more 
what you are getting . "  
These students it would appear had no t had enough 
preparation to understand what the new report was saying . 
Also , s ome of the students s eemed to be refl ecting parental 
attitudes in their comments . 
Some of the s tudents had general comments about grading 
and reports that were of interest . 
" I  like the new and the o ld report card . The new 
rJport card is nice to have because you can keep it. The 
o ld report card has A , B , c , D , F .  I like them both . " 
"I think repor t  cards are helpful to the parents and 
the s tudent . The reason why it ' s  helpful to the parer_i.t is 
. because they want to � ee the grades that their _child has 
gotten . The reason why it is helpful to the s tudent is 
becaus e the s tudent wants to see the grades he has gotten. 
He or she can � ee the ones he or she · has not done good on 
and s tart working harder on that subj ect. " 
"Sometimes I don ' t think they give you good grades . 
Like in mus ic or art o r  physicai education . How do they 
grade you on this , if you ' ve tried? · How do you g et graded 
in writing ? If they never call on · you j us t  becaus e they 
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don ' t want you , but s ay o n  your report card that you 've not 
been dbing good . " 
" I  think report cards are good becaus e they s how how 
we·ll we t re doing . "  
Thes e third and fourth grade s tudents s eemed to" expres s  
many o f  the doubts and frus trations that many teachers and 
adults share with pupil progres s reports and grading sys tems . 
Analys is of March Data - P arent Ques tionnaire 
At the end of the third reporting period in Community 
Unit #f , the parent ques tionnaire was again enclo s ed in tlle 
pupil progres s reports of the s econd , third and fourth 
graders at Mark Twain s choo l  and mailed to the parents of 
firs t grade s tudents with a s elf-address ed ,  s tamped envelope . 
Of the 12 2 ques tionnaires s ent to parents in March , 9 6  were 
returned . This was a return of 78 . 7% as compared with 89 . 2% 
in November . 
Ques tion 1: I found this repo rt to be easy to unders tand ,  
unders tandabl e , difficult to unders tand . 
After three experiences with the new reporting sys tem, 
66 parents , or 68 . 7% ,  found the report easy to unders tand ; 
23 parents , or 2 3 . 9% ,  found it und ers tandable ;  2 parents , 
or 2 . 0%, found· it difficult to understand , and 5 parents , 
or 5 . 2%, did no t respond to this ques tio n .  Iri Novemb.er , 
71. 2% of the parents returning the ques tionnaire found it 
easy to unders tand so there was no t a 's ignificant change in 
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Tabl e  7 
Raw S co res March R�s pons es 
1.  I found this report 
easy to 
unders tand 
unders tandable difficul t to 
unders tand 
no res pons e 
66 2 3  2 
2 .  I prefer this report to the one previous ly us ed 
Yes 
58 
No 
20 
No Respons e 
1.8 
3 . I woul d like a letter grade report 
Yes 
26 
No 
5 0  
No Respons e 
2 0  
. · .5 
4 .  I would prefer another type o f  pupil progres s report 
Yes 
1.1 
No 
. 5 5 . 
No Respons e 
3 3  
5 . If the answer to Ques tion 4 i s  yes , what type o f  report 
would you pref er? 
11 res pons es 
6 .  I found the teacher ' s  conunents on the report 
very helpful 
64 
somewhat 
helpful 
2 7  
o f  little 
value· 
1. 
no res pons e 
4 
7 .  I · find conferences with the teacher helpful in under­
s tanding my child ' s progres s • 
. Usual ly 
74 
S ometimes 
17 
Never 
0 
P arent Ques tionnaire 
No Res pons e 
4 
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Table 8 
Percentag e S co res March Respons es 
1 .  I found this report 
easy to 
unders tand 
unders tandable d,ifficul t to 
Wlders tand 
no res pons e 
68 . 7% 2 3 . 9% 2 . 0% 
2 .  I prefer this repo rt to the one previous ly us ed 
Yes 
60 .4% 
No 
2 0 . 0% 
No Respons e 
18 . 7% 
3 .  I would like a l e tter grade report 
Yes 
26 . 9% 
No 
5 2 . 1%  
No Res pons e 
20 . 8% 
5 •. 2% 
4 .  I would prefer ano ther type o f  pupil progres s report 
Yes 
11 . 5% 
�o Res pons e 
34 . 4% 
s .  If the answer to Ques tion 4 is yes , what type of report 
would you pref er? 
12 . 4% res pons es 
6 .  I found the teacher ' s  conunents on the report 
Very Helpful 
66 . 7% 
Somewhat 
Helpful 
28 . 1% 
Of little 
Value 
1 . 0% 
No Res pons e 
4 . 1% 
7. I . find conferences with the teacher helpful in under­
s tanding my child ' s  progres s . 
Usual ly 
76 . 6% 
S ometimes 
1.7 . 7% 
Never 
0 
P arent Ques tionnaire ·. 
No Response 
4 . 2% 
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response to this item . The difference can probably be 
accounted for by the change in the number of respons es to 
the ques tionnaire . . 
Ques tion 2 1  I prefer this report to the one previous ly 
us ed . 
58 parents , o r 6 0 . 4% of the parents responding 'in 
March , preferred the new report; 2 0  parents, o r 20 . 0%t did 
. r 
not prefer .this repo rt ;  and 18 parents , or 18 . 7% ,  did no t 
res pond to this item .. Of the total number of parents re­
ceiving this ques tionnaire , th e  5 8  preferring the new 
repo rting sys tem repres ented 48 . 4% of the parents . In 
, , 
November , the res pons es favoring the new repo rting s ys tem 
represented 5 0 . 9% of the to tal parents . This would repre­
s ent a s light dro p ,  but could be accounted for . by the change 
1-.n the number of ques tionnaires returned. Es s ential ly one­
half of the parents favo red the . reporting · s ys tem in November 
and in March . There was no s ignificant change . 
Ques tion 3 z  I would like a letter grade report. 
26 parents , or 26 . 9% of the March res ponses, indicated 
a preference for a letter g rade report; 5 0  parents, or 
5 2 . 1% ,  s aid they did not prefer a l etter grade , and 20 
parents , .  or 20 . 8% ,  did not res pond to this item .  The · 
November percentage res pons es varied only s l ightly from the 
· March respons es..  The respons es to this item in March, as in 
November , were cons is tent with the respons es to Ques tion 2 .  
Question 4 1  I would prefer ano ther type of pupi l progres s 
report .  
2 7  
11 parents , as compared to �2 in November , indicated 
a preference for another type of pupil progress report . 
Question 5 1  If the answer to Question 4 is _ Yes , what type 
of report would you pref er? 
Six parents who had checked Question 4 Yes , said the 
kind of reporting system they preferred was a l etter grade 
sys tem as had been previously U.S ed .  The other five parents 
who res ponded did not have a specific pl an in mind . Their 
comments were des criptive of things they would like to s ee 
included and g eneral comments . 
One requested , "Something that gives a more definite 
idea of what progress is being made . "  
Ano ther parent said , " I  don ' t know what choices there 
are , but I prefer a more detailed analys is of a pupil ' s  
progress . P arents and children need to know more al:>out 
how their children are doing than three broad choices . "  
"A repo rt that wil l  ·indicate the s pecific areas of the 
child ' s  weak po ints or his true al:>ility • .  A written report 
that will keep parents aware of the child ' s  effort rather 
than bad or good , " was the concern expressed by another 
parent . 
A more complete report that would include s o cial 
development was preferred by ano ther parent. A des ire for 
more detail was stated by one �arent. 
· 1  
Ques tion 6 :  :t found the teacher ' s  comments on the report 
very helpful , s omewhat helpful , of little value . 
28 . 
In March , as in November , parents indicated the value 
of teacher conunents in their unders tanding of the ch�ld ' s  
progres s .  64 parents , or 6 6 . 7% ,  found the com ents very 
helpful ; 2 7  parents , or 28 . 1%, found the comments somewhat 
helpful ; 1. parent , or 1. . 0% 1  found the comments of l i ttle 
value , and 4 parents , o r  4 . 1.% ,  did not res pond to this item . 
Ques tion 7 1  :t find confereces with the teacher helpful in 
. unders tanding my child ' s  progres s usual ly ,  sometimes , never . 
74 parents , or 76 . 6% ,  res ponded th at · they usual ly 
found parent conferences helpful in unders tanding the prog­
res s of their children ; 17 parents , or 17 . 7% ,  s ometimes 
found the conferences helpful ; · 4  parents , o r  4 . 2% ,  did not 
r�spond . to  this item. 
:tn March as in November , there w as  greater agreement 
on the part of the parents as to the value of teacher com­
ments and · of parent conferences than on the kind of r�porting 
system which . was mo s t  des irable . One parent commented that 
two written reports and two parent conferences would be 
preferable to four written reports and two parent confer­
ences . Another parent felt that a written repo rt was not 
necess ary  at the s ame time that a conference was held •. 
Analys is of March Data - Teacher Ques tionnaire 
Qu�s tion 1.t I prefer the new sys tem to the one previous ly 
used with letter grades A , B , C , D  and F .  
1\- , . 
. 1 
Five teachers res ponded to the March ques tionnaire . 
Four of the teachers , o r  80 �0% , had decided by March that 
they preferred the new repo rting sys tem . S ome however 
sugges ted modifications . One teacher , or 2 0 . 0% ,  did not 
respond to this ques tion . 
Ques tion 2 1  I would like to have conferences with all 
parents , some parents , no parents . 
Four teachers , o r  8 0 . 0% , fel t  that they would like 
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to have conferences with all of the parents . One teacher , 
. or 20 . 0% ,  indicated that it was no t neces s ary to have con­
ferences with the parents . 0£ al l the children . In Novembe.r , 
all 0£ the teachers had indicated that con£erences should 
be held with all of the parents . 
Ques tion 3 a I would like to have the chil d  take part in 
the conference with the parents , al l of the conference , some 
. 
of the conference , none of the conference • 
Three of the teachers , or 6 0 .0% ,  indicated a des ire 
for the child to take part in s ome of the conference �ith 
the parents . Two teachers , or 40 . 0%, did not wish the child 
to have a part in the parent-teacher conference . This was 
a change from November when four teachers , or 8 0 . 0% ,  had 
indicated that the cllild should have a part in s ome of the 
conference . 
Ques tion 4 a  I found the new report easy to fill out , 
· moderately difficul t ,  very difficul t. 
30 
'!'able 9 .  
Raw S cores March Res ponses 
1. I prefer the new sys tem to the one previous ly us ed with 
letter grades A , B , C , D and F .  
Yes 
4 
lW 
0 
No Res pons e 
1 
2 .  I would like to have conferences with 
All parents 
4 
Some parents 
1 
No parents 
3 .  J: would like to have the child take part in the 
conference with the parents 
al l of the 
conference 
0 
some o f  the 
conference 
3 
4. J: found the new report 
Easy to fill out 
2 
Moderately 
Difficult 
3 
none of the 
conference 
2 
Very 
Difficult 
0 
S .  I feel that the teacher comments contribute to parent 
unders tanding of pupil progres s .  
Yes 
s 
6 .,  J: pref er 
the new report 
4 
No 
0 
the A, B, C , report 
1 
Teacher Ques tionnaire 
, ·  
Table 10 
P ercentage S co res March Respons es 
1. I prefer the new sys tem to the one previous ly us ed with 
letter grades A , B , C , D ,  and F .  
Yes 
80 . 0% 
No No Res pons e 
2 .. I would like to have conferences with 
3 .  
All parents 
80 . 0% 
I would like 
ference with 
all. of the 
conference 
0 
Some parents 
20 . 0% 
to have the child take 
the parents 
some of the 
conference 
60 . 0% 
4 .  I found th e  new report 
easy to fill out 
40 . 0% ·.  
moderately 
difficul t 
60 . 0% 
No parents 
part in the con-
- none of the 
conference 
40 . 0% 
very 
difficult 
S .  I feel that the teacher comments contribute to parent 
- 1  unders tanding of pupil progres s .  
Yes 
10 0% 
6 .  I prefer 
the new report 
80 . 0% 
No 
the A , B , C  report 
20 . 0% 
Teacher Ques tionnaire 
,: 
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In March, two teachers , or 40 . 0%1 indicated that they 
found the new report easy to fill out.. Thr ee teachers , or 
6 0  .. 0% , ' found it moderately difficult to fill out . This was 
a change from November when three teachers , or 6 0 . 0% ,  had 
found it moderately difficult and two teachers , or 40 . 0% ,  
had found i t  very difficult .  This would seem to indicate 
that the repcirt b ecame eas ier to work with as it became more 
famil iar to the teachers . One teacher felt that the new 
report was very time consuming to us e .  Ano ther teacher felt 
that the foremat might be changed to make it easier for the 
teacher to work with . The s ize of the report ,  the method of 
· dis tribution and the sys tem of fil ing s eemed in need of 
improvement to one teacher . 
Ques tion 5 z I feel that the teacher' s comments contr:ibute 
to parent understanding of pupil progress. 
Five teachers ,  or 10 0% , indicated in March that they 
- 1  felt parents better understood pupil progres s  becaus e of the 
comments that teachers wro te on the report . In November , 
. four teachers , or 8 0 . 0% ,  had checked that they felt comments 
were of value . 
Ques tion 6 :  I prefer the new report, the A , B , C report . 
Four teachers . answered this item that they preferred 
the new report. One teacher checked a preference for the 
A , B , C  report. .This teacher had not res ponded to Ques tion 1 ,  
which was a s imil ar item .  In November , three teachers had 
checked a preference for the new report . One teacher had 
changed his opinion about the new report between November 
and March . 
Summary 
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The data co llected from parents in November and March 
s eemed to indicate that no t many parents had chang eq . their 
opinions concerning the new pupil progres s reporting sys tem 
during the s chool year .  Approximately one half of the 
parents indicated in November �at they l ik e  the new sys tem 
and there was little change in this number in March . Tho s e  
parents who indicated that they did no t like th e  new s ys tem 
were divided as to what type of sys tem they pref erred . 
Approximately one-fourth of thos e. responding to the ques ­
tionnaire wished to return to the l etter grade sys tem that 
had been previous ly us ed . Many of thes e parents fel t that 
they did no t unders tand the new repo rting sys tem . 
Other parents who did not like the new sys tem felt 
that it was no t enough of a change from the letter grade 
sys tem . A des ire was expres s ed for a mo re detailed reporting 
sys tem covering more areas and giving more s peci£ic informa­
tion as to the cnild ' s development. 
Parents were in greater agreement on the comments that 
teachers write on reports and on parent-teacher conferences . 
'?hes e seemed to be 0£ great value to parents in und ers tanding 
the progres s o f  their children . · In both November and March ,  
p�ents expres s ed the value o f  thes e items in communicating 
pupil development to parents . 
�I 
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The indication that s ome 50 . 0% o f  the parents were no t 
satis fied with the n�w pupil progres s repo rting sys tem might 
indicate a need for parent input into future changes . in the 
repo rting sys tem .  Parents who expres s ed a difficul ty in 
unders tanding the new reporting sys tem might benefit from 
having mo re o f  an explanation than the guide book s ent home 
with the children . 
The new repo rting sys tem was no t a radical departure 
from the previous ly us ed card and may have helped the general. 
. acceptance of it on the part of many parents . 
Teachers seemed to find the new · report eas ier to us e 
in March than they had in November . Al l o f  them had us ed 
the letter grade sys tem s o  it demanded a change in their way 
of thinking about recording pupi l progres s .  Some of the 
teachers found the report combined with two parent con­
ferences a heavy workload .  It was their feeling that written 
reports at the. end o f  each s emes ter and a parent conference 
in the middle of each s emes ter would keep parents suf#'i­
ciently informed . There was some parent agreement with 
this . 
Teachers had mixed feeling s about involving children 
in conferences . Some felt that the child s houl.d have a 
part in some of the conference with his parents . 
S tudents s eemed to like the idea of report cards , 
· whatever kind . S ome indicated that they didn ' t unders.tand 
the new s ys tem and o thers s tated c onf"usi o:n ·. a.s t o  h o'w theY were 
�I 
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· graded . A large maj ority wanted to be a part of parent-
teacher conferences . 
The des ign of the new report was ques tioned by parents 
and teachers . Many thought the s iz e  was awkward and s torag e . 
difficul t .  S ince each term was a s eparate s heet , comparison 
was difficul t .  
This survey s eemed . to indicate mo;l:'e than any o ther 
s ingle thing that parents , teachers and s tudents al l have 
s trong feelings about pupil progres s repo rting sys tems . All 
would l ike to have s ome input into what is us ed by the s choo l .  
Becaus e of this , it would also appear unl ikely that any one 
s ingl e  sys tem would pleas e  everyone . 
Some Impl ications . fo r  P arents , Teachers and S tudents 
The res pons e to this ques tionnaire from parents , from 
teachers and from s tudents would s eem to indicate a g reat 
interes t in pupil progres s repo rting . Mos t people s eemed to 
have definite ideas ' as to what they wanted in the way of 
· pupil progres s repo rts · and were wil l ing to s peak out ahout 
it. P arents and s tudents might wel l be invo lved with teachers 
and adminis trators in the s election of the kind of pupil 
progress repo rt to be us ed .  
· The indication o n  th e  part of s ome parents and s �� 
den� that they did .no t unders tand the new sys tem might cal l  
for more orientation to promo te unders tanding . P arent and 
s tudent invo lvement in the development of a pupil progres s 
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reporting sys tem might als o  facil itate unders tanding . 
The des ire of s tudents to b� mo re of a part of the 
repo rtlng to parents might be given cons ideration in future 
planning . S ince the pupil is the one ·that is mo s t invo lved , 
his thoughts should be heard . 
The indication on the part of many parents that nar� 
rative comments and parent-teacher conferences were mos t 
helpful to them in unders tanding the development o f  their 
children should certainly be a focal point in the development 
of a new sys tem o r  a revis ion of this one . 
The idea that a sys tem is perfect or compl ete shoul� 
be excluded from the thinking of everyone . Any sys tem is in 
constant need of revis ion and refinement to meet the needs 
of the s choo l s  and the parents . 
Communication between teachers , parents and children 
can help everyone to better unders tand the progres s children 
are ma.king in · s choo l .  
�I 
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APPENDIX A 
GRADING SURVEY FORM FOR TEACHERS 
. 1 · . 
. ; 
Dear E l ementary Teacher: 
The Pupil Evaluation Committee has been as s igned the 
task of making a s tudy o f  grading al ternatives in o rder to 
come up with a recommendation for revis ing our uni t-wide 
sys tem of repo rting to p arents . . In  o rder that this s tudy  
repres ents th e  thinking o f  al l teachers in Unit One , we are 
asking that you complete the attached ques tionnaire and 
return it to your repres entative by November 15 . You need 
not s ign your name . Pupil Evaluation Committee :  . .  
Kris Walton , Kathy Hammel , 
Julia Tripl ett , Wal ter McKenzie , 
Mary L .  Gaski l l , Charlo tte Rhoden , 
S tel l a  Fo reman , June Bouknight 
I .  Rank th e  fo l l owing i n  the . o rder o f  your preference , 
with 1 deno ting your firs t choice z 
repo rt card ( l etter grades ) 
__ repo rt card ( S , N , U) 
__ report card ( pas s/fai l ) 
__ repo rt card with conference 
__ checklis t ( no l etter grades ) 
checklis t with conference 
--
--
conferences only 
. ,.' 
summary l e tter to parents ( s imilar to E . I . U. Lab 
-- S choo l )  
__ o ther P l eas e  s pecify �������­
ll .  Which of the above is mos t  des irab l e  
A. From the teacher ' s  s tandpoint? 
Why? 
B .  From the parent ' s  s tandpo int? 
Why? 
c .  From the child ' s s tandpoint? 
Why? . .  
m .  Do you have s amp l e  copies of reports to parents that · 
are repres entative of your philos o phy? ( If  you have , 
pleas e  g ive them to your committee repres entative . Be 
sure to put your name on thes e so that we wil l  be stire 
to return them to you. )  
rv.. Thank you for your cooperation l 
APPENDIX B 
GRADING ATTITUDES SURVEY FOR TEACHERS 
· . ·\ ., 1. 
. ; 
' ; 
, ,  
Attitudes Toward Grading 
Check the fol lowing items as to your feelings about them. 
1 .  Grades are a pos itive 
mo tivation to learning . 
2 .  Many children would no t 
wo rk in s choo l  if grades 
were no t g iven . 
3 �  Parental encourag ement 
should be fo cus ed on the 
child ' s  interes ts and 
needs , rather than on 
gi:ades . 
4 .  Parent conferences are a 
poor subs titute fo r a 
letter grade repo rt card . 
s .  An "A" grad e  gives a 
parent an excell ent in­
dication of how much his 
child has l e arned . 
6 .  A sys tem  o f  grading with 
S C s atis£'acto ry) and U 
( Uns atis factory) avoids 
many of the undes irable 
-1 characteris tics of letter 
grades . 
7 .  A valid us e o f  grades by 
parents is to mo tivate 
children to greater 
academic achievement. 
8 .  A sys tem o f  grading with 
Dis agree 
S and u, combined with 
· parent conferences can 
contribute toward a better 
understanding of pupil 
growth .  
9 .  Grades are not perfect but 
they are the bes t sys tem 
of reporting pupil progres s 
that has been developed . 
· 
No Feelings Agree 
; ', 
Attitudes Disagree No Feelings Agree 
10 . Children do not need 
grades to be mo tivated 
to l earn . 
11. The traditional letter 
grade report card tells 
the parent l ittl e  about 
how much the child has 
learned . 
'12 .  A "C" grade means the 
s ame thing on al l report 
cards . 
13 . Competition fo r grades 
focus es attention away 
from the real l earning 
experience . 
14. A "B" grade repres ents 
the s ame s tandard of work 
too al l teachers . 
15 . The child ' s  individual 
progres s s hould be the 
parent ' s  main concern . 
16 . Cooperative attitudes 
toward l earning on the part 
of s tudents rather than 
competitive ones enhance 
the learning experiences . 
17 . A sys tem of S and U rating s 
avoids many o f  the pitfal l s  
of letter grades . 
18 .  Parents need to know how 
their child is progres s ing 
in relation to o ther members 
0£ his cl as s . 
19 . S tandards of achievement 
should be tied clo sely 
to letter grades . 
20. P arent conferences c an  help 
both the teacher and parent 
in evaluating the achieve-. ment of the child . 
- -
Attitudes 
2 1 .  S tand ards of achievement 
should be b as ed on each 
child ' s  growth po tential . 
Dis agree 
2 2 . Letter grades are a good 
method of informing parents 
of how their child is do ing 
in rel ation to o ther members 
of his c l as s . 
2 3 . S tand ards of achievement 
should be s et by the 
teacher and e ach child in 
private conference . 
24 . P arents should reward 
children fo r good grades . 
25 . Competition fo r g rades 
develops attitudes us eful 
in adult l ife . 
26. Individual teachers h ave 
differing concepts of 
what a "C" grade means '" 
2 7 .  Grades are a poor way of 
communicating pupi l  progres s 
to parents . 
28 . A report sys tern o f  S" and U 
does no t tel l  the parents 
enough about how their child 
is doing . 
__ 
29 . · A report sys tem , combined 
with parent conferences and 
check lis ts , using S and U 
would be a valid report 
sys tem . 
3 0 . Children learn in a s timu­
lating environment without 
such artificial rewards as 
grades . 
31. A teacher may give a nc n 
grade to an overachiever 
and an . .  -tinderachiever :for 
different reasons . 
No Feel ing s Agree 
; .. , .  
APPENDIX C 
COMMUNITY UNIT #1 PROGRESS REPORT FOR 
1972-73 
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. REMARKS 
1 st Period 
2nd Period 
3rd Period 
4th Period 
I 1 .  Signature of Parent o r  Guardian 
r 2. 3 . 4. 
. . . 
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I . • . -
COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOLS 
Distrid No. 1 ,  Charleston, I l l inois 
GRADES 1 - 6 
Pupils Progress Report 
Name�-----------------------------
School --------------------------� 
Grade -------- School Year 1 9_ - 1 9_ 
Teacher 
To Parents or Guardians: 
. This report is bei ng sent to you each nine week 
in hope that it wi l l  acquaint you with your chi ld' 
school progress. It is our bel ief that the schoc 
should assist the home in developing the chil i  
socia lly and physica l l y  as wel l  as doing i ts  traditior 
al job of teachi ng. Working with the home th 
school can do much to develop the right kind c 
citizens. 
The school seeks your advice a nd cooperation j , 
its efforts to educate your chi ld.  We shou ld l ike t� 
encourage you to visit classes and want you ti 
feel free at a ll times to visit the school and confe 
w"th the ea er or. pri ipa l .  
· 
!Lfj�J.4.J/....:.��'!.U.b.!Lr-'�·::::: HOWARD S. SMUCKEI 
Pr. cipal Supt 
NEXT YEAR'S ASSIGNMENT 
Grade ------ For year 1 9- - 1 9_ 
--------------------------- Teache 
' 
. 
. .. . .. .,,.. . 
.. ' . .  • •  
:- . It 
. ' 
• 
. , 
... 
.; . . . 
' . 
• 
. ' . 
_ __ _ __ !. . •.  .:.... ,_ -- -- -···-·--'---"""-· ........... -- ...._ ______ ...1..---�-------'"-- - � -- -------- -�·-- ------
· !  
ATTENDANCE 
NINE WEEKS I 1st I 2nd I 3rd I 4th I Tot. 
Days P;esent . _ I _I_ I I I 
Da;�
-
���e-:;- 1-- 1 -
-
1-- 1
--
1
--
rimea Tardy · -1-1-·1-1_1_ 
SCHOLASTIC 
.;=;=:==;==-::==;==�=;== 1 2TAv. l3 I 4 ! Av. 
_Re_ad_i n�g ------:-��l_ I I I 
I I I I Arithmetic 
...:..;,;pe_lli...:..ng ___ __,__--l--1 I I 
1
1_ 
_Lan-'"-g. _or....;;;..En-=-g·_-----;,--+--
,
1=
1
1_
1
1 _
1 
_ 
Writing 
Social Studies I I I I 
S_c_ien_ce _____ ,.._,._l __ l l_ I_ 
I I I I · l\lusic 
Art I I I I 
Health I I I I 
Phys. Educ. I I I I 
--"-- -----;---T--- 1 I I I 
Conduct I I I I 
Application I I I I 
METHOD OF GRADING 
A-Outstanding, B-Above Average, C-Average, 
0-Below Average, E-Working below standard for 
j grade but working up to his ability, F-Fail ing, 
AIDS TO SCHOOL PROGRESS 
A CHECK MARK I N D I CATES A NEED FOR 
IMPROV,EMENT 
STUDY AND WORK HABITS 
1 2 3 4 
1. Attention in class I 
2. Interest in school work I 
3. Concentration on work I 
4. Pride in doing work well I 
5. Desire to improve I 
6. Proper use of time I 
ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR 
7. Courteous obedience of · 
those in authority 
8. Respect for regulations 
9. Courtesy to associates 
and teachers 
10. Consideration of rights of others 
11. Careful use of own and school property 
12. Good sportsmanship and 
cheerfulness 
13. Sense of responsibility for 
own conduct and 
achievement 
HEALTH HABITS 
14. Habits of personal cleanliness 
15. General level of health 
Sept. 
Height 
Weight 
Jan. May 
· 1 S-Satisfactory, U-Unsatisfactory 
/f' 
'·--'"""'' ._,..,..,�-· :'!;"--��-;c-��--..---..-- ----.-r--�-·-�. '  - -. -, !r-----·--:--r·--.---���·:�·--, ' .,,,...�-'.'°-·---�- ::-�-:-··-:--T"':7 .. .::�'7"""!"..,...._,�- . . _,...,...... -...........---- ,- � - ' 
.I 
. ' ... -� · 
.. .. .;. .  
I. ' 
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APPENDIX D 
PROPOSED PROGRESS REPORT OF GRADING COMMITTEE 
.. - :  
CHARLESTON COMMONITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 
Kinderg arten Report - Semes ter 
Name . Teacher Date ----------------------- ---------------- --------
Height ________________ _ 
SOCIAL ATTITUDES 
Emo tional adj us tment . 
Shares wi th o thers . • 
Weight _________ �Days abs ent _ __ __ 
• • • • 
• • • • 
Plays in a group as wel l  as alone 
Is res pectful of o ther people 
Is res pons ib l e  fo r room and equipment 
READmES S SKILLS 
Attention s pan .  • • • • 
Interes t in s tories & books 
Contributes to clas s  discus s ion 
Relates contributions to the 
subj ect of dis cus s ion 
WORK HABITS 
Lis tens and follows directions • •  
Works careful ly • • • • • 
-'! Uses time efficiently. • • • • • 
Completes tasks • • • • • •  
Awareness of letters , ·  and words 
and numbers 
CREATIVE GROWTH 
Shows muscul ar coordination . • 
Enjoys singing • • • • • • • •  
Responds to rhythms . • • • • 
Shows interes t in art material s 
GENERAL COMMENTS i 
COMMUNITY UNIT NO . 1 
CHARLES TON , ILLINOIS 
Grade 1 
P rogres s Report for _________ Date ____ Quarter __ _ 
�· - S atis factory progres s Teacher-----------�----
Blank - Do es no t apply at this · � time 
READINESS 
_Has concept of rightnes s and 
l eftnes s 
___Recall s  s equence of ideas 
Able to make small mus cles work 
-together 
_Knows l etter names 
_Can copy from bo ard on to own . paper 
LISTENING SKILLS 
_Can hear letter s ounds in wo rds 
_Can hear and make up rhymes 
�. _Fo llows directions without having 
-1 to have them repeated 
_P ays clos e  attention to dis cus s ions 
. _Waits turn to s peak ; lis tens 
without interrupting 
READING HABITS - OR.AL AND MECHANICAL 
Keeps place 
-'"I' 
___ Appears to enj oy reading 
___ Ins pects words and s entences from 
left to right 
· _Obs erves punctuation when reading 
aloud · 
___Reads in meaningful phras es 
COMMENTS 
, !  
Grade 1. 
Uti� izes intonation to convey 
--meaning 
S ees s imil arities and differences 
..--in wo rds 
____ Appl ies knowledg e of l etter 
sounds to figure out wo rds 
Remembers words wh ich appear 
-often in s to ries 
__ Us es rhyme patterns to figure 
out new words ( at--chat) 
_Recognizes root words and endings 
Us es context and sentence s ens e 
--to figure out words 
-Obs erves and predicts outcomes 
___Recognizes and verbalizes main 
ideas 
ORAL LANGUAGE 
· � _Us es appropriate vo lume 
.:__S peaks in a group with confidence 
__ Contributes pertinent comments 
to dis cus s ions 
WRITING AND SPELLING 
_Writes from left to right 
_;__Forms letters properly 
-Spaces properly 
___ P ays attention to l ines 
�Attempts to . sound out words 
__:._Is acquiring & s pel ling backlog 
COMMENTS 
: 
�I 
Grade "l. 
_Us es s imple capitalization and 
punctuation rules 
CREATIVE EXPRESS ION 
_Is able to interpret pictures 
beyond mere enumeration of details 
____shows interes t in creative writing 
WORK HABITS AND ATTITUDES 
_Completes work in a reasonable 
amount of time 
_Has sufficient attention span 
_Us es time cons tructively 
_Do es wo rk neatly 
_Keeps materials o rg.anized 
Does work wi thout undue reliance 
--on o thers 
_Gets along well with others 
_ _Dis plays good s portsmanship 
_Takes turns without impatience 
_ _ Has adj us ted well to s choo l  
MATH -
Demons trates and unders tands 
-basic ideas of manners and 
proces s es 
Reads and writes · numbers 
-meaningfully 
Shows gain in learning number 
----facts and skil ls 
.....:..Shows prog res s in ability to 
reason � solving problems 
COMMENTS 
Grade 1. COMMENTS 
Regular ins truction is given in Mus ic , Art, and Phys ical 
Education . Grades are not given. 
ATTENDANCE 
COMMUNITY UNIT NO . 1 
CHARLESTON , ILLINOIS 
r. rad es 5 and 6 
' 
P rog r e s s  Repo rt fo r Date Quarter 
��--�����- -��- -���-
v-' - S atis facto ry progres s Teacher __ �----���---
Bl ank - Do es no t apply at this time 
READING COMMENTS - --
Unders tands what he needs 
___ Identifies new wo rds independently 
Read s  wi th expres s ion 
�-Reads fo r P l easure �
R e ads fo r info rmation 
Us es dictionary and res ource 
materials s ati s fac to ry 
ARITHMETIC 
Has mas tered add i tion facts -Has mas tered s u b traction facts 
Ha:s mas tered mul tipl ication facts 
Has mas tered d ivis ion facts ��Unders tands p l ace value 
Unders tands fraction concepts 
Unders tands decimal concepts 
�-Unders tands fund amental s of probl em-
analys is 
Wo rks with accuracy and reas onab l e  
-s pe ed 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
-�Expres s es ideas we l l  o ral ly 
___ Us es l anguag e s atis factorily in o ral 
expre s s io n  
�-Us es l anguag e s ati s factorily i n  
wri tten expres s ion 
_ _s pe ak s  c l e arly and dis tinctly 
__ _ Wr i tes l eg ib l y  and ne atly 
�-Us es punctuation uccurately 
�-Expres s es s el f  in creative w r t ting 
-�S pe l l s  co rrectly in wri tten wo rk 
-�Learns as s igned s p e l l ing wo rds 
S OCIAL S TUD IES 
�-P articipates in d i s cus s ions and 
g roup activities 
Grades 5 and 6 
�-Shows growth in unders tanding of , 
concepts and facts s tudied 
_Is developing an awarenes s of the 
relations hip between man and s ociety 
_Is develping the ability to apply 
knowledge to new s ituations 
_Is developing an awarenes s of the 
inter-dependence of nations 
----.;Is develping map and reference s tudy  
skil ls 
SCIENCE 
_P articipates in dis cus s ions and 
group pro j ects 
Unders tands s cientific concepts 
-and facts s tudied 
· 
Is developing an unders tanding of 
-the rel ationship between m an  and 
his environment 
· 
�Distinguis hes between fact and 
opinion 
___ Obs erves and experiments 
HEALTH AND P . E .  
_P ractices good pers onal health 
,, habits 
_Demons trates good s portsmanship 
_P articipates in org aniz ed play 
___Phys ical skills are d eveloping at 
a satisfactory l evel 
ART 
____ Cooperates in group activities 
_Exhibits originality 
MUS IC 
____Participates in a cooperative 
manner 
_Enj oys mus ic activities 
___shows growth in ability 
COMMENTS 
Grades 5 and 6 
, WORK AND S TUDY HABITS 
___ works wel l  in g roups 
Works wel l  independently 
. Fo l lows directions carefully 
�Fo l l ows pro j ects to completion 
____ Us es time to good advantage 
___ Has good lis tening habits 
___ Does work neatly 
_Takes care of personal belongings 
SOCIAL HABITS 
. 
--:-Works and pl ays wel l  with o thers 
Is courteous and cons iderate 
-Is dependabl e and accepts res pons iblity 
rs developing s elf-dis cipline 
COMMENTS 
, ; 
\ '. 
APPENDIX E 
COMMUNITY UNIT #1 PROGRESS REPORT FOR 
19 73-74 ' / 
· ;_ ·  
CHARLESTON COMMUNITY S.CHOOLS . REPORT OF PUPIL PROGRESS 
ch er 1 
---------------------------------------�
2 3 quarter report 
1 97 - 7 
-- ----------------------- ----- ---
iince no two children develop at the same rate, the ·prog ress repo rt is based on the child's current 
11structional level . It is Not a compa rison with other pupils.  It is recommended that parents review the 
tandbook On Pupil Evaluation befo re reading this report. 
SUBJECTS 
leading 
Nriting 
.anguage 
)pelting 
iocial Studies 
icience 
IAathematics 
IAusic 
>hysical Ed. 
iealth Ed. 
1lanation of Ma rks: 
tstanding Progress - Indicates that you r  
d is applying himself very well and is 
rking above his average expectancy. 
isfadory Progress - Indicates that your 
d is  making satisfactory progress in  
ition to his  expected perfo rmance. 
y Slow Progress - Indicates that your  
d i s  not working up to h is  average 
iectancies. 
' ability evaluation reflects the teacher's 
gement of your child's pe rformance in. 
1tion to his measured scholastic abilities.  Days Present 
nnvc: A hc: on+ 
Comments: · · 
, , 
Attendance Record · 
1 2 3 4 
APPENDIX F 
PARENT AND TEACHER GUIDE FOR REPORTING 
PUPIL PROGRESS 
•• " :':  
! 
.\ '· 
,: : · · 
APPENDIX G 
SAMPLE PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
I ; 
I 
/ 
Dear Parents : 
Wil l  you pleas e respond to the ques tions below in order 
to as s ist with an evaluative study of the new pupil progres s 
repo rt"/ 
Thank you . 
1. I found this report 
easy to 
understand 
understandable difficul t to 
understand 
2 .  I prefer this repo rt to the one previous ly used 
yes no 
3 .  I would prefer a l etter grade repo rt 
yes no 
4 .  I would prefer another type of pupil prog res s report ' 
yes - no 
s .  l'.f the answer to ques tion 5 is yes , _please indicate what 
type of repo rt you would prefer .. 
6 .  I found the teacher ' s  comments on the report 
very somewhat Of little 
helpful hel.pful value 
7.  I find conferences with the teacher helpful in under-
standing my chil ' s  progress 
usually sometimes . never. 
11/8/ 73 
APPENDIX H 
SAMPLE STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
1 .  I like the new repo rt card 
• 
yes no 
2 .  I liked the old repo rt card with A, B,  c ,  n ,  and · F  better. 
yes no 
3 .  When my teacher has a conference with my mo ther o r  dad 
I would like to come too . 
yes no 
Tell what you think about report cards . 
11/8/73 
·,. 
APPENDIX I 
, .  
SAMPLE TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE 
r 
/ 
TEACHER QUES TIONNAIRE 
Pleas e  give your opinion concerning th e  new pupil repo rting 
' sys tem to parents . These are to be us ed in an evaluative 
s tudy of the new sys tem - you need no t s ign your name . 
1. I prefer the new sys tem to the one previous ly us ed with 
letter grades A , B , C , D  and F .  
Yes No 
2. I would like to have conferences with 
all parents some parents no parents 
3. I would l ik e  to have the child take part in the confer­
ences with the parents 
child take part in child take part in 
all of the conference s ome of the conference 
child take part in 
none of the conference 
. 
/ 
4 .  I found the new report 
easy to fil l 
out 
moderately · 
difficul t 
very diffi.cul t 
S .  I feel the teacher comments contribute to parent 
unders tanding of pupil progres s .  
Yes No 
6 .  I prefer 
I 
, 7 .  . \ 
the new repo rt the A , B , C , D , F  
report 
0th.er 
If you checked o ther in Item 6 wil l  you pleas e  des cribe 
the kind of report you would pref er? 
